
Testimony for December 7, 2016 Public Hearing on Disposition of Public Lots in Brooklyn CD5,  
 

[Your contact information] 
 
My name is [NAME]. I live/work [ADDRESS, NEIGHBORHOOD, BOROUGH].  
 
I am here to give testimony about the transfer of City land facilitated by HPD to a private 
developer. I am directing my testimony particularly at the disposition of 285, 287, 289 and 291 
Hinsdale Street between Blake and Sutter (Brooklyn block 3767, lots 10, 11, 12, 13). [Can 
describe relationship to lots in more detail.] 
 
[You can talk about any of the following things:]  
 
I think the land could be better used either as a community garden. My group has been planning 
for… [what are some milestones of your advocacy? What has been your group’s vision and 
mission for the lots?] 
 
Or, the land could be better used as an apartment building with truly affordable units created to 
match the income levels of people who live here now.  
 
The zoning allows 12 units to be built on each of the four lots for a total of 34 studio apartments; 
the proposal is instead to build much fewer: one to three units on each lot for a potential total 
maximum of 12. If there is going to be housing built here, it should serve more people. 
Particularly, studio apartments for seniors are badly needed in our neighborhood and for seniors 
who are at risk of homelessness in every neighborhood in our housing-starved city.  
 
If there is going to be housing built here, I think it should be for people whose incomes are the 
same as the average in East New York. According to HPD, the median income in East New 
York, where this lot is located is $34,512 per year.  Units for rent and ownership built here will 1

be marketed to people who make between $65,250 and $106,080 - between twice and 
a-little-more-than-three-times what average people in the neighborhood make. That isn't 
affordable to people in the neighborhood.  
 
If the City is going to give free land to a developer to build housing on, that housing should be 
affordable forever. The City could require the use of a community land trust or some other 
mechanism for permanent affordability standards. The proposed program will allow the 
buildings to become market rate after 20 years. They will be able to be sold or rented for any 
amount.  

1 http://www1.nyc.gov/site/hpd/community/east-new-york-neighborhood-profile.page 

http://livinglotsnyc.org/lot/59162/


 
The process that led to this proposed land give away has not been transparent or accessible to the 
public. The proposed 1- to 3-unit buildings neatly fit the City Charter’s for the City being able to 
give these publicly owned lots away without following the City’s mandatory  Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure (ULURP). ULURP ensures notice to local community boards, hearings in the 
impacted area and in the borough, as well as City Council. The abridged process the 
Administration has designed this project to qualify for has not included any such hearings or 
required such approvals.  
 
Further, there has never been any public review of the New Infill Home Opportunities Program 
itself; particularly, the income levels for which housing through the program is marketed 
warrants public scrutiny of its impact on the neighborhoods where such housing is. Of course, all 
New Yorkers need housing, but when the City provides free land to house people who make 
much more money than those who live in the neighborhoods where that land is located, it 
appears to be City-sponsored gentrification. We can do better.  
 


