
 
 
October 16, 2015 
 
Yvonne Reddick 
Queens Community Board 12 
90-28 161st Street 
Jamaica, New York 11432 
 
via email: qn12@cb.nyc.gov 
 
Dear Ms. Reddick: 

I am  writing on behalf of 
New York City’s 
community land access 
advocates, 596 Acres, to 
ask for the Community 
Board’s urgent assistance 
in preserving an 
opportunity for affordable 
housing and community 
planning in your district, 
and opportunities 
citywide. The Department 
of Citywide 
Administrative Services 
(DCAS) is planning an 
auction of seven parcels 

on October 28, 2015 including a former Department of Health building (Queens 
Block 10055, Lot 28) in your district.  
 
The auction booklet published by DCAS is here: 
www.nyc.gov/html/dcas/downloads/pdf/auctions/sales_auction_brochure_2015.p
df (for your reference). Note that there are no restrictions on what kinds of uses 
prospective purchasers can put these public assets to and no restrictions on the 
types of purchasers able to participate in the auction; there is also no requirement 
that buyer put property to productive use or obtain a Certificate of Occupancy 
within any fixed timeline.  
 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcas/downloads/pdf/auctions/sales_auction_brochure_2015.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcas/downloads/pdf/auctions/sales_auction_brochure_2015.pdf


 
596 Acres is New York City’s community land access advocacy organization. In three 
years, we have helped 32 groups create new pocket parks, community farms and gardens 
on publicly owned vacant land. Each of these spaces is an autonomous 
communitymanaged resource that has a huge daily impact on the quality of life of the 
thousands of New Yorkers.  
 
We ask that the Community Board ask DCAS to take this property out of the 
auction so that it can be used for affordable housing or a community use, 
subject to a community planning process. 
 
596 Acres is also part of emerging a Real Estate Investment Cooperative for New York 
City, which is aiming to create a localwealthgenerating financing instrument for 
projects just like these. I am also attaching a fact sheet that describes the emerging 
Cooperative for some context. You can also explore the webpage at nycreic.com. 
 
We are concerned that the City, by auctioning off its property as “surplus”, is missing 
the opportunity to use this property to create and preserve affordable housing, and 
to stabilize neighborhoods.  In the property it owns, the City has both resources and 
leverage: City-owned vacant land and buildings can be turned into housing that 
is permanently affordable; community space or gardens; or commercial space 
that could help to subsidize housing to which it is linked through a mutual 
housing association or community land trust.  Simply disposing of the property 
at auction takes this leverage away. The property we are writing to call your 
attention to is just over 2,000 buildable square feet currently zoned for residential 
use (R4-1). A for-profit buyer purchasing at auction would likely convert it into 
for-profit, private housing, foreclosing any opportunity for community use or 
the renewal of health services in a neighborhood that lacks both.  
 
We urge you to do everything in your power to not let the former Health 
Department Building slip through our fingers as a community.  Please contact DCAS 
as soon as you are able and ask to hold Queens Block 10055, Lot 28 out of the 
October 28, 2015 auction pending an opportunity for local and citywide community 
development organizations to plan for its use. Time is running out! 
 
If you have any further questions about 596 Acres or the potential value of this 
Cityowned property, please do not hesitate to contact me at paula@596acres.org or 718 
316 6092 x2.  
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Sincerely, 
/S/ 
Paula Z. Segal, Esq.  
Director of Policy & Advocacy, 596 Acres 

mailto:paula@596acres.org

