
Subject: Re: Community Garden in Flushing

From: Paula Z. Segal, 596 Acres (paula@596acres.org)

To: QN07@cb.nyc.gov;

Cc: zackturck@yahoo.com; organizers@596acres.org; Isak.Mendes@parks.nyc.gov; alishia0220@yahoo.com;

Date: Sunday, May 8, 2016 9:59 PM

Dear Ms. Bitterman, 

I would like to direct your attention to DCAS’ database of City-owned and Leased Property on the Open Data
Portal (last updated December 2015): https://data.cityofnewyork.us/City-Government/City-owned-
and-Leased-Property/4e2n-s75z

The property on which Ms. West and her neighbors would like to start their garden is listed there as in the
jurisdiction of DCAS and as “NO USE-VACANT LAND.” The database also reflects that the NYC Parks
Department has already made the determination that the lot is potentially suitable for urban agriculture. A
screenshot of the data for this property taken from the link above is attached. 

I hope this clarifies the status of the lot sufficiently for the Community Board to issue a letter of support for
transferring the lot the inventory of NYC Parks for a Community Garden use. I would be happy to answer
any questions you or any other member of the Board has at this point. 

Best,

Paula Z. Segal, Esq. 
Executive Director
Director of Policy & Advocacy

596 Acres, Inc. 
540 President St #2E
Gowanus, Brooklyn NY 11215
718-316-6092 x 2
paula@596acres.org
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On Apr 28, 2016, at 12:28 PM, Alishia West <alishia0220@yahoo.com> wrote:

Hello again.

I understand that my last email was responded to by District Manager, Marilyn Bitterman.

Thank you for your reply. 

I understand your position, and now I am requesting to be put in contact with the Chairman,
and/or the Parks Committee.

My inability to furnish the letter you've requested should not prevent the establishment of a
community garden on public land, especially after I've provided a reasonable alternative. Your
request for DCAS confirmation can be satisfied with a simple phone call to DCAS. 

This is a call that I've personally made many times, and one that I think you should also make, as
you are representatives of the community for which we are advocating.

I tried calling to speak with Ms. Bitterman on a few different occasions, but have never been
successful.  Again, the indifference that I've received is puzzling. 

I ask again, that a meeting be established with the Parks Committee. 
I ask, again, to be put in contact with the Chair.
And I reiterate that as a result of the last Board meeting, I was able to gain the interest and
verbal support of several Board members, several media outlets, and am currently working with
the Queensboro Hill Flushing Civic Association to get this project underway.  We will not forfeit
the opportunity to create this space for our Flushing residents simply because we're being
blocked into a corner of bureaucracy and paperwork.

Respectfully, I'm requesting that you give this proposal the attention and support that it
deserves.

Best,
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Alishia West

On Thursday, April 28, 2016 11:56 AM, "QN07@cb.nyc.gov (CB)" <QN07@cb.nyc.gov> wrote:

Let me explain...WITHOUT THE DCAS Letter we will not proceed.

CB&

From: Alishia West [alishia0220@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2016 11:23 AM
To: QN07@cb.nyc.gov (CB)
Cc: Zack Turck; Mendes, Isak (Parks); Kyle Daniels (DCAS)
Subject: Fw: Community Garden in Flushing

Good morning.

Thank you for speaking with me.  As requested, I'm forwarding the below email (originally sent
on 4/14) in an effort to make some progress on the community garden proposal.

As I explained, DCAS will not provide written confirmation of the lot's availability as per your
request, as DCAS does not become involved in the application for a garden until after a
GreenThumb application is submitted and approved.  And I cannot submit that application until
after I receive the letter of support from the Board.

If you still need confirmation that there are no other lease agreements on the lot, you can call
DCAS directly (Kyle Daniels at 212-386-0486), or GreenThumb (Isak Mendes @ 212-602-5300);
both men have been copied on this email.

With the understanding that the letter from DCAS will not be provided, we need to determine the
next best course of action.  I cannot move forward without hearing back from the Board, and I
cannot accept the Board's inaction on the issue.

Please reply to my email or call me at 718-600-0121 to discuss.

Thank you,

Alishia West

On Thursday, April 14, 2016 10:07 AM, Alishia West <alishia0220@yahoo.com> wrote:

Good morning.
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Two things....

First, I've attached the speech I gave on Monday as a PDF here.

Second, I wanted to fill you in on my latest conversation with DCAS.
I spoke with Kyle Daniels yesterday, and he gave me a bit of not-so-great news.

He informed me that per DCAS' standard protocol, they will not release the letter that the Board
is requesting.
His reasoning being that DCAS doesn't become involved until after a Greenthumb application for
a garden has been submitted and approved.
And as you know, a letter of support from the Board is one of Greenthumb's application
requirements.

So I'm kind of stuck here. 
Once the meeting with the Parks Committee has been set, I'll appeal to those in attendance, and
ask that they consider providing the letter of support with this in mind.

If the Board's concern is that DCAS has other leases in place on the lot, or that they have a plan
for it's development, then there is a very easy way to address that.  You can simply call DCAS,
and Kyle Daniels will confirm that there aren't any lease applications in place as of today. 

We can talk about this in more detail at the next meeting.
Please let me know which date works best.

Thanks again,

Alishia

On Wednesday, April 13, 2016 6:57 PM, Alishia West <alishia0220@yahoo.com> wrote:

You're welcome.

It  just dawned on me that you might also want a copy of the piece I read during my 3 minute
speech.
Here it is.

Have a good night.

Alishia
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On Wednesday, April 13, 2016 5:23 PM, "QN07@cb.nyc.gov (CB)" <QN07@cb.nyc.gov> wrote:

Than You!

From: Alishia West [alishia0220@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2016 5:02 PM
To: QN07@cb.nyc.gov (CB)
Cc: Zack Turck
Subject: Community Garden in Flushing

Good afternoon!

I just received a call from Meg, asking for some information on the Community Garden I
proposed at this week's board meeting.

Attached you'll find an electronic copy of the presentation, along with 2 files; 1 showing my
emails to GreenThumb (the city agency that registers community gardens) and the other
showing my emails to DCAS.

I just spoke with Kyle Daniels of DCAS, explaining to him that the Board wants confirmation that
DCAS doesn't have any other leases in place that would inhibit it's use as a community garden,
and he was going to go back and make the request to his supervisor.  Hopefully I'll have an
answer soon.

I understand that you will set up a meeting with my team and the Parks Department; thank you...I
really do appreciate it.

Call or email me if you need anything else.

Best,

Alishia

Attachments

Screen Shot 2016-05-08 at 9.56.33 PM.png (166.56KB)
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Subject: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS RE: Queens block 6391, lot 24

From: Paula Z. Segal, Esq. (paula@mohensegal.com)

To: QN07@cb.nyc.gov;

Cc: alishia0220@yahoo.com; Isak.Mendes@parks.nyc.gov; zackturck@yahoo.com;

Date: Monday, May 9, 2016 9:46 AM

Dear Ms. Bitterman,

Attached, please see all additional documents regarding this property available from DCAS attached to this
message. Please note that the documents reflect the fact that an un-permitted use was terminated in 2011 and
no further use has been contemplated or planned. 

I hope this further clarifies the status of the lot sufficiently for the Community Board to issue a letter of
support for transferring the lot the inventory of NYC Parks for a Community Garden use. I would be happy to
answer any questions you or any other member of the Board has at this point. 

Best, 

Paula Z. Segal, Esq. 
Executive Director
Director of Policy & Advocacy

596 Acres, Inc. 
540 President St #2E
Gowanus, Brooklyn NY 11215
718-316-6092 x 2
paula@596acres.org

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Alan Deutsch (DCAS)" <adeutsch@dcas.nyc.gov>
Subject: RE: FOIL REQUEST: Queens block 6391, lot 24 (Legal FOIL APR 2016 No. 31)
Date: May 9, 2016 at 9:40:04 AM GMT-4
To: "'Paula Z. Segal, Esq.'" <paula@mohensegal.com>

Paula,

I'm enclosing a copy of our file documents for Queens Block 6391, Lot 24.

Please let me know if you have any ques ons.

   Regards,

     Alan Deutsch
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Alan Deutsch | Senior Counsel/Records Access Officer
P: (212) 386-6226 | F: (212) 669-8558 | adeutsch@dcas.nyc.gov

From: Paula Z. Segal, Esq. [mailto:paula@mohensegal.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 28, 2016 12:49 PM
To: foilrequest (DCAS)
Cc: Alan Deutsch (DCAS)
Subject: FOIL REQUEST: Queens block 6391, lot 24

Mr. Deutsch, 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Law for a copy of any document in the Agency’s
custody that refers to Queens block 6391, lot 24.

I request that the document(s) be provided to me in electronic format if possible and added to the
NYC Open Data portal so that it can be found by the public and future FOIL requests are
minimized or reduced. For more information about the NYC Open Data portal, contact the Open
Data Coordinator at your agency or Albert Webber at the NYC Department of Information and
Technology (awebber@doitt.nyc.gov).

I look forward to receiving your response within the 5-day statutory period. Please let me know if you
have any questions about the requested document(s). 

Best,

Paula Z. Segal, Esq. 
718 316 6092 x2

Attachments
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