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Mayor Bill DeBlasio 

City Hall 

New York, NY 10007            

            11/29/16 

 

Dear Mayor DeBlasio, 

 I am writing with concern for the future of Green Valley Farm, a NYC Parks GreenThumb community 

garden located in Brownsville.  Earlier this year we were relieved to hear the news that the garden site was being 

transferred from HPD to Parks Department jurisdiction.  We assumed that this meant ALL of the lots that make 

up the farm: Block 3857, Lots 1, 24, 25, 26, 27.  Recently HPD has ordered Green Valley Farm to vacate all but 

one of the lots, leaving an area of less than 22’x86’ for food production. 

 

 United Community Centers and the East New York Farms! Project are longtime supporters and partners 

of the Green Valley Farm. Brenda Duchene and the Isabahlia Ladies of Elegance Foundation have made 

incredible strides in their work providing healthy food for the Brownsville and East New York neighborhoods.  

East New York Farms! helped fund the construction of the greenhouse on the farm that allows the farmers to 

grow produce year-round for the community, and we have partnered on many farmers market initiatives. 

 

 Green Valley Farm is a testament to the vision and commitment of community leaders like Brenda 

Duchene.  In a neighborhood where the city has invested substantial resources into improving opportunities for 

recreation and healthy food access, it makes little sense to develop housing in the spaces that have been 

contributing to positive health outcomes at no cost to the city for many years.  There are legitimately vacant and 

unused properties throughout Brownsville and East New York that would be better suited to development. 

 

 We therefore urge you to keep your promise to preserve the entirety of the property as a NYC Parks 

GreenThumb Community  Garden so that the Brownsville and East New York communities may continue to 

enjoy all of the benefits that come from this space. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
David Vigil 

Project Director, East New York Farms!  

david@eastnewyorkfarms.org 

 

cc: Council Member Inez Barron, GreenThumb Director Bill LoSasso 
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